
Want to be a published author? 
Publishing is a powerful incentive for learning and is a unique way to validate that a child’s voice should be 
heard.  Each year, young writers in the 3rd-12th grade all across the globe have the chance to be published 
authors. This first taste of success can last a lifetime!

The iWRITE Non-Profit Organization offers students the opportunity to submit their writing and artwork to 
our annual publishing contest. Submissions are accepted November through April 30th. Finalists will be 
named in September. Our winners will be announced on our website and published in the 12th anthology. One-
hundred winners will be chosen and will receive one complimentary copy of the anthology. Editor’s Choice 
Recipients will have their work performed on stage at iWRITE’s Annual Book Signing Celebration. 

This year, for the first time ever, students can submit their plays and songs in addition to short stories and 
poems!  

“I Write Short Stories by Kids For Kids” 
2021 PUBLISHING CONTEST

PlayWRITE Edition
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FR
EE TO ENTER

■ Students submit their short story, play, poem, or song.

■ Special opportunities to submit artwork for cover designs.

■ Classroom support available for school entries.

■ 100 students each year are selected for publication and honored at the iWRITE Annual 
Fall Event where they walk the red carpet and autograph books for attendees.  
All winners receive their own hardback anthology and gifts from our sponsors!

The iWRITE Nonprofit Organization offers students in the 3rd-12th grades  
the opportunity to submit their work to our annual publishing contest.

Each play will be judged on creativity, originality, flow, and correct word usage. 
iWRITE promotes positive values and lessons within its stories therefore students 
are encouraged to use proper judgement when writing and developing storylines. 
iWRITE highly discourages stories with dark/demonic plots as we choose to publish 
stories that are appropriate for all ages. Please note that iWRITE checks for 
plagiarism in order to respect copyright laws. If your 
writing gets chosen for publication, you will receive 
a licensing agreement allowing iWRITE to publish 
your work in which the author will remain the owner 
of the copyright. iWRITE does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in its 
programs and contests. 

■ Play must be written in English
■ Students have the option to enter English as a second language category
■ Play must fit between 500 to 2,500 word-count requirement for 3rd grade submissions.
■ Play must fit between 700 to 2,500 word-count requirement for 4th - 12th grade submissions. 
■ Play must be typed using only Times New Roman Font, 12-point size in black.
■ Author name and play title must be at the top of the first page. 
■ Recommended – limit your play to no more than four actors (characters).
■ Always  edit/revise multiple drafts and have fun!

SETTING: Where the story takes place.
MAIN CHARACTER: Who the story is about
PLOT: An order of events that take place throughout the story.
CONFLICT: A struggle that main character is trying to overcome.
CLIMAX: The most exciting point of story where something is about to change. 
RESOLUTION: The way the character fixes the problem at the end of the story. 

Remember a story can become a play when the reader/audience can see and hear what you are writing.  
Be sure to download our WRITING TIPS PACKET for everything you need to know about playwrighters. 

CONTEST RULES & REQUIREMENTS 
plays, songs, short stories, and poems

*Not following these rules may result in disqualification.* 

PLAY MUST INCLUDE THESE STORY ELEMENTS: 

CONTEST DETAILS & GUIDELINES

Play 

This year’s 
Editor’s Choice 
recipient will 

see their PLAY or 
STORY acted out 

on stage! 
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 Some writers might be a little intimidated at the idea of writing a play rather 
than a short story. Aren’t plays harder? Not really. In fact, anyone can write a play! 
Plays deal with conflict and all the other same literary elements that make up any 
good writing. Okay, then what’s the difference? 

 A short story is a piece of prose fiction that typically can be read in one sitting 
and focuses on a self-contained incident or series of linked incidents, with the 
intent of evoking a single effect or mood. The short story is one of the oldest types 
of literature and has existed in the form of legends, mythic tales, folk tales, fairy 
tales, fables and anecdotes in various ancient communities across the world. The 
modern short story developed in the early 19th century.

 Then what is a play? A play is a work of drama, usually consisting mostly of 
dialogue between characters and intended for theatrical performance rather 
than just reading. A writer who writes a play is called a playwright. Modern plays 
descended from 6th Century Greece. A play can be any length, from very short to 

stretching over multiple days. 

 What makes a story into a play is that it’s meant 
to be seen and/or heard.  When you write a play, 
it works to focus on what the audience will see 
and hear, as opposed to a short story which is 
meant to be read. With a play it unfolds in time, 

and with a short story the reader can go at their 
own speed.

 Does it matter how I format a play? Not really. You can 
use a standard play format, but you don’t have to in order 

to write a play. The most important thing is we need to know 
who is saying what and when you’re describing something we 

see. That’s it. 

 If you follow the rules of good writing then you’ll have a good play.

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE  

between a Short Story vs. Play?



Short

 Story
*Not following these rules may result in disqualification.* 

This year’s 
Editor’s Choice 

recipient will see 
their STORY or 
PLAY performed 

on stage! 

Each story will be judged on creativity, originality, flow, and correct word usage. iWRITE 
promotes positive values and lessons within its stories therefore students are encouraged 
to use proper judgement when writing and developing stories. iWRITE highly discourages 
stories with dark/demonic plots as we choose to publish stories that are appropriate for 
all ages. Please note that iWRITE checks for plagiarism in order to respect copyright laws.

■ Story must be written in English
■ Story must fit between 700 to 2,500 word-count requirement for 3rd grade submissions.
■ Story must fit between 1,000 to 2,500 word-count requirement for 4th - 12th grade submissions.
■ Story must be typed using only Times New Roman Font, 12-point size in black.
■ Author name and story title must be at the top of the first page.

STORY MUST INCLUDE THESE STORY ELEMENTS: 

SETTING: Where the story takes place 
MAIN CHARACTER: Who the story is about 
PLOT: An order of events that take place throughout the story 
CONFLICT: A struggle that main character is trying to overcome 
CLIMAX: The most exciting point of story where something is about to change 
RESOLUTION: The way the character fixes the problem at the end of the story 

To be eligible for the Editor’s Choice award, student must incorporate this year’s theme in their submission.  
The story and/or poem must meet the initial requirements above and be able to deliver a meaningful message. 

Finally, we always encourage students to edit/revise multiple drafts and have fun!  
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Each song will be judged on creativity, artistic quality and correct word 
usage. Songs  must not contain offensive material or language. iWRITE 
promotes positive values and lessons within its publications therefore 
students are encouraged to use proper judgement when writing and 
developing their songs. Please note that 

iWRITE checks for plagiarism in order to respect copyright laws. If your 
writing gets chosen for publication, you will receive a licensing agreement 
allowing iWRITE to publish your work in which the author will remain the 
owner of the copyright. iWRITE does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national and ethnic origin in its programs and contests. 

This year’s Editor’s 
Choice recipient 
will see and hear 

their SONG or POEM 
performed on 

stage!  

Song 

■ Song must be written in English
■ Students have the option to enter English as a second language category
■ Song must fit between 8 to 24 line requirement 
■ Song  must be typed in Times New Roman Font, 12-point size in black ink
■ Author name and song title must be placed on the top of the first page
■ Topics to consider for the iWRITE Anthology may include or be related to any of the following: inspiration, strength, 

creativity, education, literacy, learning, artistic topics, motivation, overcoming a situation, and positive self-esteem. 

This year’s 
Editor’s Choice 
recipient will  

see their POEM or 
SONG performed 

on stage! 

Each poem will be judged on creativity, artistic quality, correct word usage. Poems must 
not contain offensive material or language. iWRITE promotes positive values and lessons 
within its publications therefore students are encouraged to use proper judgement when 
writing and developing their poems. Please note that iWRITE checks for plagiarism in order 
to respect copyright laws.

■ Poems must be written in English
■ Poems must fit between the 8 to 24 line requirement and topic requirement
■ Poems must be typed in Times New Roman Font, 12-point size in black ink
■ Author name an poem title must be placed on the top of the first page
■ Topics of poetry to be considered for the iWRITE Anthology may include or be related to any of the following: inspiration, 

strength, creativity, education, literacy, learning, artistic topics, motivation, overcoming a situation, positive self-esteem 
and inner beauty.

To be eligible for the Editor’s Choice award, student must incorporate this year’s theme in their submission. The story and/
or poem must meet the initial requirements above and be able to deliver a meaningful message. 

Finally, we always encourage students to edit/revise multiple drafts and have fun!  

*Not following these rules may result in disqualification.* 

Poetry 
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www.iWRITE.org  |  info@iWRITE.org

All entries must be received using the contest portal link found at iWRITE.org
You will be prompted to create an account to upload your work and fill out the entry form

Cover 
Art

■ The final book cover is 5.5" x 8.5” and is vertical (portrait orientation). Keep this in mind when you start your illustration. 
Artwork that is submitted in a landscape orientation will be disqualified for the front cover of the anthology.  

■ An 1/8 of an inch will be cut off of each side, top and bottom during printing. Don’t put anything important at or near  
the edges.

■ Don’t use words in your picture. 
■ The graphic designers will insert the anthology title later in the design process, so artwork should not be extremely busy 

near the top portion of the drawing.  
■ Clean it up. Erase any stray pencil marks thoroughly. If it’s on the piece of paper, it will print.
■ Use bold colors and be sure to darken the colors if using colored pencils. We want your artwork to show up. 
■ Get inspired by other book covers online, at the library or at home, but don’t copy them. 
■ Be creative and enjoy! 

This year’s cover art theme should display a theatrical meaning which 
may include drama, the stage, acting, singing to represent the artist’s 
overall interpretation of performing. As artists, we understand that 
there are many ways to interpret the theme. If you have questions, 
please feel free to send your questions to info@iwrite.org. Please note 
that iWRITE respects copyright laws. If your artwork gets chosen for 
publication, you will receive a licensing agreement allowing iWRITE 
to publish your work in which the artist will remain the owner of the 
copyright. iWRITE does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national and ethnic origin in its programs and contests.

Basic Illustration Tips

One artist will be chosen to have their artwork professionally designed on the front  
cover of the anthology. Five artists will be chosen to have their artwork professionally  

designed on the back cover of the anthology.


